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VIJAY aNAGARA, HAMPI WAS THE HIVDU MEDIEVAL TOWN THAT CIME UP AS
A BULASRK AGAINST THE ONSLAJGHT OF THE DELHI SULTANAIE. SITU ATED
oM THE BANKS OF TUNGABHADR 4 RIVER (A TRIBUTARY OF KRISHNA) 1IN
PRESENT DAY WARNATAKA STATE; IT WAS THE LAST BARRICADE FUT UF

By THE HINDUS IN PENINSULAR INDIA BEFCRE IT WAS CONJUERED BY THE
MISLIM INVADERS (IT HSLD ON FPOR TWO CENWIURIES) IN 1565 A.D., AT
THE BAITLE OF TALIKOTA.

THE XINGDOM OF VIJaY ANAGARA AS WELL AS ITS TAFITAL WAS A COMFLETELY
NE{ POUNDATION. (ACTORDING TG THE TELUGU VERSION) - cAS—A PHOENIX
WHISH ROSE FROUM| THE ASHES OF FORMER LHINDU f{::hannﬂta, THAT HAD

BEEN ﬂEETﬂﬁﬂiﬂ oY SEVER AL MUSLAM INRO ADS5 I‘EI'G SOUTH I*mI A

THE CHOLAS WHO CAME INTO FOWER AFTER THE PAULAVAS (4% -9 cunmryas)
WEAE INFLUENZED TO A GREST EXTENT BY THEIR ART, RELIGION &
ARCHITESTURE. THIS WAS DISRUPTED AY THE FALLOUT OF THE JHOLAS IN
1250 AT ONE HUNDRED TEAMS GLAFSED BETWERN THE,TOLTGARSE OF *1-*{5:
SHOLAS AN THE sﬂmsmﬂﬂ OF THE WITAY ANAGARA a1 "!G:I-CIM.—':I:'-H‘I.:I' .ﬂr‘

//A PERIOD OF EXTREMB ;:rrsm:m| 1N DAMIL NADU. |

THE VIJAYANAGANR A EMPIRE THAT wWas ESTABLISHED IN 1336 A.D.
2LAIMED TO DEFEND THE HINDE o URE OF THE S0UTH.

AT THAT FLOURISHED DURLING THE PALLAVA AND CHOL A PERIUD WAS
POSTERED BY THE ROYAL FAMILIES. DURLNG THE VIJAYANAGARA FERICD
TOU, EAIACNAGE TAME FROM THE RULERS' FAMILY AND THE NOBILITY.

RELIGION WAS PEE MaTWoT & OF THE PECPFLE, ESPESIALLY I S0UTH
INDLA. WITH THE BRAHMINS HAVING ALMOST A STRAMNGLE HOLD OVER
THE MESHANISS OF THE SOZIETY - CULTURE, RELIGION EZONOMY AND
EVEN POLITICS BY VIATUE OF THEIR POSITION IN THE SOCIAL FABRIZ;
PHE RITUALS BECAME MORE AND MORE BLARORATE. THE SOCIAL CRDER
AND THE RELIGICUS BEWI OF THE FEOPLE TALLED FOR A PRTICIPATION
I THESE ELASCR ATE RITUALS TG A GIGANTIZ SCALE. THE HOUSE OF




THE GOD, THE TEMFLE, OF SUTH NEEDS, TOOX TO A NWEW SIHEME IN
THE ORDES OF THINGS, AND OVER THE YEaRS, BEZAME AN INSTITUTION
VERY FERTINENT TO SOCIETY.

THE TEMPLES WERE NO MOAE MERE EDIRICES TO HOUSE THE IMAGE OF
GOD, BUT BEZAME A 2ITY WITHIN A CITY; THE TEMPLE TOOK A WHOLLY
NEq DIMENSION - IT BECAME A FORUM; A GATHERING FLACE FCR ALL
KINDS OF OCCASIONS; A MARKET PLACE AND FINALLY A FLACE WITH
STRONG DEFENIE IDBOLOGY .

PATRONAGE FOR THE BUILDING OF TEMPLES WAS MORE WIDESFREAD
DURING THE VIJAY ANAGARA TIMES. ARCHITEZIURAL HISTCRY AT

VIJAY ANAGARA-GOES BACK TO A BERIOD WELL BEFORE THE ESTARLISHMENT
CF THE cn,prrm I LHE 1¢TH CENTURY .. (HAMFI iAS STRONG MYTHIZ
ASSOCI ATIONS AITH PAMPA BEVI, KIJHrEIﬂDA {L[EGEHD.EE."{ FLACE OF
SUGRIVA AMD VALI) AND THE RAMAY ANA.—

A LARGCE NUMBER OF SHRINES DOT THE HEMAXUTA HILL - A CONSIDERABLE
NUMBER OF WHICH =RE FRE/ERLY VIJAY ANAGARA HEMAKUT A HILL ITSELF
HAS STRONG MYTHIT VALUES . (IT IS HERE THAT PAMPA DEVI ON DOING
PENANZE GOT MARRIED TO SHIVA).

m . —
'I'HE ﬁL‘JIJﬂA‘EN"AH A E'EEIHE; ARE | MOSTLY ""n':rfi"ﬂ?l MED TO 'IHE

HEMAXUTA HILL, A LARGE WJMBER| OF  OTHER STRUITURES (SOME OF WHIZH
“HAVE GOT INCCREORATED INTO -r]-m VIRUPAKSHA TEMPLE COMPEER) AND
THE SHRINES AROUND THE MANAMATTIA TANK, NORTH OF THE VIRUPAKSHA
TEMPLE, DATING BASK TO THE 9th - 10th CENIURIES, THESE TEMPLES
AAE MOSTLY IN LATE CHALUKYA STYLE, WHILE OTHERS SHOJ THE XADAMBA
INFLUENCE,

MADE OUT OF LOZALLY AVAILABLE GRANITE STCHNE, THESE EARLY
TEMPLES WERE MADE ENTIRELY CUT OF STONE, UNLIKE THE LATER OHNES.
THE QUTER ELEVATIONS OF THESE TEMPLE WALLS DISPLAS THE CONTR AST-
ING FEATURES OF CHALUKYA ANRD KADAMBEA INFLUENZE, THE FORMER

HAVE THEIR CUTER WALLS AMTICULATED BY FILASTERS, CREATING
SLIGHT RECESSES AND FROJEITIONS IN A RHYIHMIC PASHIOM. FILASTER
BR ATKETS SUPPORT OVER-HANGING EAVES a¥D FARAFET ABCVE WHIZH




RISES THE SUPER_STRUCTURE IMITATING THE SANCTUARIES AT A
SHMALLER S2ALE. WHILE THE CAPPING RCOF FORMS ONE OF THE SCUUAMEL
TO.DOME TYFE.

WHEREAS IN THE KADAMBA STYLE TEIMFLES, THE OQUTER WALLS ARE
BatE, RELIEVED ONLY BY A MOULDED BASE AND A FLAT BAND OF
DECORATION WHICH RUNS 3ROUND THE MIDDLE. THE SUPER.STRUCTURE
SONSISTS OF A EYRAMID OF DEEPLY RECESSED EAVE-MOULDINGS AND
CAFPED BY A SQUMARE-TO-DOME RQOCOF TOWER.

THE SHAINES ON THE HEMAXKUTA HILL R;LNGE FAOM VERY FRIMITIVE XIND
OF TWQ UFRIGHT S1ONE SLABS mw&z::- E‘:’ A THI“-‘.D* TO SINGLE CELLED
SHRIME m::z:-l A PILLMED H.ﬁ.M}AFh; Tﬁ A f"-allﬂrTn TYFE,

FOR AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE EVOLUTION OF THE TEMPLE FORM OF
VIJECANAGARA (A3 ALSO, AS A CCROLLARY, TO DETERMINE THE VIJAY A~
NAGARA STYLE OF ARCHITECTURE), HAMPI, THESE SHRINES ON THE
HEMAKUTA HILL ARES VERY FERTINENT,

THE VIRUPAYSHA TEMPLE HOLDS A VERY ESTEEMED POSITION AMOWGST

OTHE:. TPGLES TR A5 MEH & sr HusEs IR ObD SHRINE OF
SRIVIRUPAKSHA. / ADDITIONS|TO THE TEMPLE COMELEX WENT ON BVEN

—\fp 10 TRE 16¢h \SENIURY; THAT THIS WAS A ROYAL CHAREL OF CONIINUGUS
SIGNIFICAMCE 15 SIGNIFIED!BY THESE ADDITIONS, IT IS-ONE TEMPLE
THAT IS STILL HELD IN GREAT REVERENCE AND IS IN ACTIVE USE

TODXY ALSO.

APART PROM THE MAGNIFPICEMT MANDAPAS (ALY ANA MANDAFA, FHALA

PUJTA MANDAPA) - IT HAS MAGHNIFICENT RAYA GOFURAMS OM ITS GATEWAS.
OHE STRIKING FENIURE I5 THE TEMPLE STREET WHICH EXTENDS PROM THE
OUTER (EASTERN) GATEWAY OUT INTC THE LAHDSCAPE.



Vidavariaeara  EnpiRe.

Recinar  Conmexr O VideAnAGARA.




Location Or Tevpies 1 SHAllA (sH) WBHIAR(Y) 5 JARA (D) cum.




SKEICH OF ﬂm\ﬁmaﬁ:@m TEMRLE | m HE FAR BACK-
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VIJAYANAGARA RESEARCH PROJECT

€43 Riverside Drive Flat & efo State

Apartment D02 1% Broad Court Archacological Camp
Mew York, NY 10023 USA London WCE U.HK., HKamalapuram S583 221
{212) E62-53322 Q1~-836~-0157 INDIR

MOMDAY 09 MARCH 1347 - HAMALARPURAMS HAMPI

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERM:

This is to certify that Sandhya Venkataramish has worked with us from
the 2Z2ilat of February until the 10th of March, 1987. She has been
engaged In measuring ancient monuments at this medieval Hindu site,
el analyzing the =stylistic developnent of ite architasoture.

Threoughout, her work has been excellent, and she has demsonatrated an
ability to tackle different problems efficiently and energetically.
The finiahed drawings that she bas produced bhave been of high
atandard. Her work hers has contributed to the over all study of the
sacred site of Hampi by our international team of  architects,
archasologists, art historians and Sanskritists.

We wish her all the beat in the|conmpletion af her atudies, and Ehe
advancoment of her future caresr.

Yours Sincaerely,
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