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Offared
al the feat of the Molher and S Aurcbinda

M sadute to
Jyotindra, Chandulal, Pavitra, Udar, Khitode, Mrityunjoy
all Mother's Enginsars

“The realisation of Geloonde wars not merely the constructing of a beautifd modem
house in reinforced concrate for sadhaks, buta vehicle for the spiriual swakoning
and development of innumenable people who olherwize mighl nol have bean
touched by the Light for 2 long time to come. I was the first practical means of
camact and communicalion of any impartant sire behween East & Wasl, that the
Asheam had, .In s way, it too is A lemple, joining men & women of all the warkd
imavocably to the Divine, like a jewel from the ariginal mine thal gave itits name.”

Agni [Agnas) Sammers

Wife & collaborator of
Frank Sammars,
ona of Ihe architects of Golconde
50, 6. LG | frndicdhenvg €54 Ausctinds Astvam Trust
o ; SAARIC Mondgrech 01
Fa e WY L S Aarobinda Aahram, Pondichermy 806 002

Typeecsat by Kolam inforraton Seevidis, Pondihory
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*In thae physicad, the Divine manifests as Beauly.”
nd Boad,
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A wisual poem N Space wihiid Savay
has melbed info draam delicad”

Rosi Gangull (Pholographer)

History

It all started crystaBiging in 1935, when Antonin Raymond praclising in Japan
(who had come to Tokyo in 1923, after the greal eanthquake, 1 assist Frank
Lioyd Wiright In the design of many buidings for reconstruction of the city) repled
ta his friend Phillipe StHilaire (Pavitra), an engineer disciple of S Aurcbindo
and tha Mother that he would be happy to do some work for the Mother, as
suggested by Pavitra, The Mother had got a piece of land (80 m x 30 m) and
wanted 1o build a dermitory to house the disciples in a beautiful building. Rs
Gl b s Hoithte e 100,000 wers provided by Sir Akbar Hyadari, the then Dewan of Stae of
Croprtesd 1 A ghoaich by Gaorge (5997) Hyderabad. The building was christened Golconde after the famous Golcondda
Facng page | Ancihal virw Fort of Hyderabad and a mine of jewels.

SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE LIBRARY

___'"mi Road, Navrangpurz, Ahmedabad-380000
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In the words of the architect, “no time, no money wene stipulated
in the contract. There was no contract — everything was done
1o free the architact complately so that hi might give himsall
entiroly to his art and science. And yal simulanaausly, on the
job, perfect ofder was maintained and every nail counted.”

Design

Prisr to designing. Antonin Raymond was senl many
photlographs of the iown and site and he came up with a
sirikingly simpie solution. In his letler of Oclober 1835, he, in
{aci, expressed the wish, "1 would not Bke you to be shocked
by the appearances — wa arg laying the foundation of a new
kind of architecture.” Tha building s repanied to have started
on Oclobor 10, 1937 and was almost finished by 1828.
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Construction and Materials

Apart from an architectural model, a full scale prolobype room was made before
starting the actual construction. The execution of the building left nothing o
chance. A Iaboralony was set up for lesling cament, agaregales, sand grading
ard st Diocks of concrete eic.. (in pre-standardisation days). A workshop was
% up 10 Cupsbom buikd all fittings requited in copper, bronge and brass. A maching
wias designed bo cut large size cuddapal stone tiles for the fioor.

Al wood work was in Burma teak except for ingides of cupboard drawers being
in feed cedar (as things kept for long on teak wood lefl staing). Bricks were of size
Z10 mm x 100 mm x 55 mm as the brick manufacturer rejecled the architect’s
suggestion of 70 mm thickness for they could not be dried in the green stage
Bircause of humidity in Pondicherry, AL that time, it was cheaper and easler (o
import steal rods (with test certificate) from France and cement from Japan.



Spacial moulds were made 10 casl curved roof tiles of 5 x 3.5 feal and 1 inch
thick 0 that reinforcemant does nol get comoded because of insufficient cover.
Asbestos louvras wene cuslom buill by Everast Company, Spare pioces of most
of the items were kept bul have not beon neaded as there have boen practically
no breakages for hall a century. It shews the quality of manufacturing and
maintenante.

Architectural Features

*Pondichery i an obd T8th cantury 1own One hundrad milas soh of Madras on
the Indian Ocaan, and the seat of Sri Aurcbindo Ghose, one of (ndia’s foramast
spiritual leachers, Salt winds blow from the sea, there are typhoons and parods
of rainy weather, bul mostly there is a blazing sun and the dimate is hot and
damp. The problam before the Architect, Anlonin Raymend, was to design a
Guest Houso for the disciples of the Ashiram which would include living and
sleeping accommodation, warkroarnd, and ulility rooms, (dining faciiites are
pmmmm}andmmmamwkﬁapmmummmm.
without mechanical ald. Raymaond has solved the problem by coveding the enlice
wall surface with operable, hasizontal louvres which affard protection against
the sun and wind, but allow through ventilation. The bady of tha building s of
raintoread concrate, left natural except for white plaster on the end blank walls,
The bullding achisves architeciural distinction by thorough integration of plan,
glructura, and final degign, The fundamental principes of anchitectune - simplicity,
econcmy, dineciness, and closeness o natury - wene consciousty and consistently
obsanved.”

What architects say

Jaffrey Coolk

“In one of the mast remate parts of India, one of the mos! advanced buildings in
the warld was eanztructed undar the most demanding of dréumsiances
concerming material and craftsmen. This reinforced concrate struclure was
cormpdeted prmarily by unskilled volunteers with the most uncertain of supplies,
and with virtually every fitting custom fabricated. Yet this handsoma bulding has
a world stature, both architecturally and in its bioclimatic responsa to a tropical
clirnato of 13N of the equaltor. It has the repuiation of being the mos! comionabie
building in Pondicherry, but it has no mechanical system.

Golconde 5 assentially a passively cooled design, thal is, conlinuously open
natural convisclion. Only one room wide, it has a single loaded comidor. All
masonry surfaces are plastered with white lime. There is no glass in the
conlimpus windews, only movable custom fabricaled cerment-asbegios louvres Sun path deagrom and shading mak

that are hand operated. The sliding teak doors also are ventilaled by their (Ctgrrry & Cligpery)
]
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A fypicall roces n

conziructon of altemating skats. Even the furmilure 5 cuslom designed by the
architect for the ciimate. The beds have Bght teak frames that will held mosquite
nets. Cane bottoms for chairs and beds allow maximum ventilation, A ventilnied
roof construction, o groen gardon with pools and fountaing, and a high solid wall
lo retain the pool of cool air atound the garden are other aspects of the design
which ks located only four Blocks from the Indian Ocean”

Aladar Olgyay & Victor Olgyay :

“This doomitory in India is not a building in the crdinary sense, it was designed o
provide a space, which is roofed, shaded and ventilated. The elevations therefone
conslst of a ginnl Porsion blind, which iz clearly and sincerely exprossed, Her,
really the shading dovics is the archileciune,

The two elavations kave the sarma Basic principla, but ane treated diferanthy? the
TecassEd sip oives 3 cOnFastng honzontal character, and on the insice provides
asitting alcowa,

On bolh theenonh and south facades, the entine building surface iz equipped
with oparaling hosizontal|louvres to afford protoction from the sun, and from
wiolant wind-and rain, while allowing for ventilation. The only glazing is the
vantilalors above the doors. High ceilings throughout ansure manimum air
circutation, Wallz of pierced procast slabs shield the intarior from sun. Gallanes
garva the double funcBon of acting as oxndors and creating a deep insolative
area in front of the skeeping area.”

Charles Corrga & Ashish Ganju :
“Golconda is the finest oxample of modem fumctional architecture built in India in
tha pra-indepandencs poariod.”
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Specifications

Spaces

= 3 Fioors with a semi-basement

= Mumber of rooms g 51

«  Foom Arga 4 22 m

= Total Buill up Area : BDO mAon each flaor

=  Pisl Area i 2324 me

« FAR : 0.7

+  Drertation g Longer side facing 20°E of South

«  Provision of iered waler and hot waler

Layout
= Long side facing E3E at an angle 10the streel.
= Westam sun is shut off,
«  Gordens arg attroctivaly laéd oul and boing enclosed, bocome cloigianed with
cool and groon ambionce fnp from noiss and dust, Plan §4 the seanos B0 Bipemet, krvpl

_ATEAN prsseriies oy tulh Sie 3




Foundations

+  Daesign Bearing Capacity of 501 @ 15 Tonsin? (Factor of safety wsed =4)
Easl wing - sand al 1.2 m 10 1.8 m below zero level
VWesl wing : mixad clay and sand
From waler level ill -1.7 m , rammed sand in layers of 10 to 15 om topped with 10
¢m size granite rubble (rammed gaatly with a woodan hammer into sand tll it
could nol be displaced) and a layer of martar upon which foolings wene aid for
calumns at a unifem depth of 1.7 m.

+  Floor is highly polished coddapah slone tiles 25 X 25 inches with 5 mm bull joints.

Structurs

»  Independent column & feoling in high strongth R.C.C. with all concrate surfaces
laft form finlshed without plaster, Verticals are comect within 3 mm off the plumb
“ghving perfect butt joints.

» Roof and slabs ane [k on bnck panition walls and cantilevered for corridors.

»  R.C.C. roof milhipre-cast cunnad Bles on the fop with @ ventilaled air space ower
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Walls

East and weast walls are plastered wilh a lighly reflective fme plaster and have
no openings axcept al the end of Comdars.,
Partion walls are made of bricks with $pecial choffnad plasler.

Doors

Rooms ane separatnd from comidor by sliding doors that allow air 1o circulate
freaty when open, They have staggered slats which aliow venlilation even
when doors are ciosad,

Topmas! part of all doors is a skylight with sliding glass panes which also
allew for wind mowemeni.
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Waterproofing

*  Five layars of rubberoid walerproofng felt and sealanis wera used, They wore
importad by Parry and Co. of Chonnai,
First layer of felt was kepl loosa ovar tha dock and anchored only at the parimetes

1o provide for thermal expansion.
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The Mother about Golconde

*Geolconde is nol 8 guest house. N s a dommitery (dortair) in which thosa
who reside there can maditate and do their sadhana in beautiful
surroundings, in very fing reoms and with many of the Fitthe daily jobs dene
for thern, to keop them more free for their sadhamE;. In the old-days, the
Bizhis used 1o ve in the mountains and thair disciples lived in cavas in
these mountaing, Galconde s the modern dguivalont of the cavEsior the
Integral Yoga of Sri Awabindo.”

Thet southes T Qanden




Excerpt from a letter of Sri Aurcbhindo

“As regands Golconde and its rules = they ara nal imposed slsewhors — thera is
a reason for them and they ane notimposed for nothing. In Golconde Mather has
worked cut her own idea through Raymond, Sammer and others. First Mother
balieves in beauty as a part of spidtuality and divine living; secondly, she believes
that physical things have the Divine Consciousnoss undertying them as much
as living things; and thirdly that they have an indhiduality of their cwn and eught
to be propery treatad, usad in the right way, not misused or impropery handled
or hurt o neglected S0 that they perish soon of lose their full beauty or valum:
she feels the consciousness in them and s 50 much in sympathy with them that
what in other hands may be spoilt or wasted in a shoet time lasts with her for
yirars of decades. It is on this basis that she planned the Goloonde, First she
wanied a high architectural beauty, andinthis she sucooedod = archibecks and
people with architectural knowladge have admired it with enthusiasm as a
remarkabla schilevement ond spoke of il as tha fines! buildngs of its kind he
had seen, wilh no equal in all Europe or America; and a French architect, pupil
of a greal master, said if sxecuted superbly the idea which his master had been
saoking for but failed to realise; but also she wanted all the objects in i, the
roams, the fitings, the furniture to be indhvidually adtistic and to form a hasmonious
whole. This lea was done with great care, Momaover, each thing was arranged to
have is own use, for each thing thers was a placs, and there should ba o
MXING gk, o Confused oF wrong use, Butallthis had fo ba kapt up and carmod
outin practice; for it was easy for people living thene to create a complete confusion
and mizuse and 1o bring everything to dissrder and ruination in @ shor time.
Thatwas why the rules wete made and for no other purposa. The Mather hoped
thal if righ! pecpla wene accommodaled thers or others irained 1o a less rough
and ready living than is comman, her idea could be presorvad and the wasting
of all the labour and expense avolded...”

Fabruary 25, 1345
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